
October 10th, 2025 

 
The Hon. Marc Bennett 
District Attorney for the 18th Judicial District 
 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Pretrial detention can have devastating consequences and should be used only when necessary. 
But in Kansas, this is not the case. Across Kansas, many individuals sit in jail because they do not 
have enough money to afford cash bail. Kansas’s system of money bail subverts the presumption 
of innocence to which criminal defendants are entitled and causes harm to individuals, their 
families, and entire communities. Pretrial detention worsens outcomes in the criminal legal 
system by making it more difficult to meet with a lawyer and by coercing some defendants to 
plead guilty. Data suggests it leads to harsher sentences, higher chances of conviction, and even 
an increased risk of future criminal charges. Several studies suggest that money bail does not 
increase the arrested person’s likelihood of showing up to court. Pretrial release efforts will 
reduce the number of people who lose their job because they cannot afford bail, will allow people 
to work with their attorneys to develop their defense, and get defendants out from under the 
coercive pressure of pretrial detention. 

We are writing to request that you use your authority as District Attorney for the 18th Judicial 
District to adopt an internal office memorandum that will work to reduce the number of 
individuals impacted by pretrial detention.  

Specifically, we ask that you issue an internal office memorandum requiring that the District 
Attorney's office seek an Own Recognizance (OR) Bond for all defendants charged with 
nonperson misdemeanor and felony charges. Where aggravating factors exist that rebut the 
presumption of release on an OR bond, the District Attorney's office will recommend a cash bail 
amount that is reasonably tailored to the individual's ability to pay and individual circumstances. 

By initiating the preceding internal memorandum, the District Attorney’s office will display its 
support for an equal and just criminal justice system by working towards a non-monetary based 
justice system. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 


